
AP English Literature and Composition Syllabus 

2018-2019 

Teacher: Donna Ivey 

Contact: divey@dorchester2.k12.sc.us  

School:  Fort Dorchester High School, Dorchester School District 2  

 

In-class novels (These need to be purchased or rented for $1 each from the teacher. Every student needs a 

copy in class when requested.): 

 Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro** 

 Beloved by Toni Morrison** 

 Hamlet by William Shakespeare 

 Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

1984 by George Orwell 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

 Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 

  

 *Additional novels may be added to this list depending on the pace of the class. Students will be given  

                plenty of time before the novel is due to allow them to acquire the novel. 

 

Supplies Needed: 3-ring binder, notebook paper, pens (multicolored)63, highlighters (multipack), dividers, post-

its (notes or tabs), flash drive, novels as needed, access to computer, internet and a printer 

 

Course Description:  AP English Literature and Composition will engage the student in careful reading and 

critical analysis of complex literature. Through examination of selected texts, the student will observe techniques 

writers use to create meaning for readers. As students study, they will consider a work’s structure, style, and 

themes, as well as finer elements like figurative language, syntax, and tone. Another integral part of the course 

will be writing literary analysis to demonstrate sophisticated understanding of texts in preparation for the AP 

Literature Exam.  

 The student must understand this class requires a commitment to intense daily study and a willingness to 

explore profound, controversial, difficult, and emotional material. It is virtually guaranteed the student will 

confront concepts contrary to his/her personal moral code. The student unwilling to explore with open mind 

notions that challenge his/her values should not take this course. 

Students in AP Literature are more sophisticated and self-directed in their learning.  As such, the course 

is designed for the student who wants an extra challenge and is ready to accept significant responsibility for the 

learning process.  Students in this course are expected to work on multiple assignments simultaneously while 

meeting the rigors of the class.  

This course is open to any student willing to attempt the rigors of the prescribed curriculum, though a 

successful year in AP Language and Composition is strongly recommended as preparation for this class as well 

as completion of courses at the Honors and AP levels and possession of higher level English skills to be 

successful in such a rigorous class.  

**If you do not have the time or desire to engage with dense literature through lengthy reading 

assignments, copious writing, and exhaustive discussion, you will not be successful in this course. 

 

 

Course Objectives/Standards: This course is designed to adhere to the mission and objectives of the College 

Board, which is to provide high school students with an educational experience equivalent to one college level 

English course. To that end, this course is also designed to help students prepare for the AP Exam. Should 

students take and pass the AP Literature and Composition Exam in the spring, most colleges will accept that 

passing grade as credit. Finally, this course endeavors to prepare students for the expectations placed upon 

college freshmen. This class fully implements the College Board AP Literature and Composition Objectives. 
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Assessment Plan/Types of Assignments:  

 

Classwork/Homework:   class participation, “Do Now” responses, questions from stories/poems/ novels/plays, 

timed essay practice, vocabulary work, group work, annotations and analysis practice/notes, etc.  

Quizzes:   reading comprehension quizzes, timed writing outlines, vocabulary quizzes 

Tests/Projects/Major Writing:  unit tests, MC practice exams, timed writing essays, take home essays, 

literature-based projects, major writing, quarter/benchmark tests, etc.  

Category Type of Task Weighting 

Classwork/Homework Formative 40% of quarter grade 

Quizzes Summative 15% of quarter grade 

Essays/Tests/Projects Summative 45% of quarter grade 

Final Exam Summative 20% of final grade 

 

Grading Procedures:  

 Parents will be able to access grades through PowerSchool.  A link will be available at the FDHS 

website.  Please feel free to contact the teacher at any time via email.  Report cards and progress/interim reports 

will be issued based upon the district calendar.  A course cumulative final exam will count 20% of the final 

course grade.  The following district formulas will be used to calculate semester and final course grades:   
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Make-up Work:     Students will have five school days to submit missed assignments (missed due to excused 

absences) per the Dorchester District Two Student Handbook. It is the student’s responsibility to meet with the 

teacher before or after class to acquire any missed assignments.  Because the course moves at such a rapid pace, 

it is in the student’s best interest to do this the day they return to school.  Keep in mind that on an A/B schedule, 

one missed class period is the equivalent of two traditional class periods. AP Literature is considered a college 

course and students are ascending into adulthood. Part of that includes taking responsibility for their own 

education and grades. This policy also includes students excused for sports or other extracurricular activities.  A 

0% will be placed in the gradebook until missing work is turned in. *Note:  if you are leaving early for 

something and a paper, project, or homework assignment is due that day, you must turn it in before you leave for 

the day, otherwise it will be considered late and points will be deducted. 

Late Assignments:     You will always be given adequate class and homework time to complete major papers 

and projects; therefore, they are to be turned in on time.  Late major assignments will be accepted, but penalized 

half of a letter grade per day they are late. Smaller assignments may be turned in late for ½ credit within one 

week of the due date (with the exception of extenuating circumstances).   

 

Grading Percentage and Quality of Work: 

 

Grade Scale Description of Work at the AP Level 

A 90-100% Consistently demonstrates an exceptional level of quality and effort. Work is truly 

outstanding. Insights are articulate, deep and thought provoking. The ‘A’ student 

thinks critically and generates superior inferences. Essays demonstrate 

sophisticated style, near-perfect grammar, and strong development. 

B 80-89% Work is interesting and above average. Insights may not be as far-reaching or 

insightful as the top quality work, but critical thinking is demonstrated and 

explored. Essays are well developed, but may not be as sophisticated or have the 

depth of analysis of the ‘A’ essay. 



C 70-79% Work is complete, but most ideas are obvious, barely insightful or a mere 

regurgitation of the teacher or internet’s ideas. Critical thinking is minimal. Essays 

attempt to prove ideas that most readers already understand and present ideas in a 

simplistic manner. 

D 60-69% Work shows minimal effort and/or shows an inaccurate understanding of the 

subject. Work/Essays are often incomplete and/or lack analytical insight. 

F Below 60% Understanding is below basic in relation to content principles. Work is of poor 

quality and does not meet standards or expectations. Only work that is not handed 

in receives a 0%. 

 

Interventions and Opportunity for Extra Help:      Tutoring is available each day during ILT (lunch).  Any 

student whose grade falls below a D will have the opportunity to master the material and skills and raise their 

grade through unit recovery and quarter recovery as completed with the teacher.  It is the student’s responsibility 

to come to tutoring and complete assignments. Students should schedule a time to meet with the teacher during 

ILT to work on assignments.  This needs to be done in a timely manner.  It is not acceptable to turn in piles of 

late work at the end of each quarter.  This will not be accepted. If a failing grade is earned in a unit, remediation 

should start directly after that unit. 

Quarter recovery will be offered according to FDHS policy. 

 

Classroom Expectations: 

 

Expectations 

 

How does Patriot P.R.I.D.E. look in the classroom? 

 

 

Perseverance 
 Finish assignments, even when they’re difficult 

 Work for improvement, not perfection 

 Focus on priorities, not distractions 

 

Respect 
 Speak and act politely 

 Cooperate in groups 

 Respect others’ personal space and belongings 

 

Integrity 
 Do your own work 

 Use sources honestly 

 Encourage others to right their wrongs 

 

Dependability 
 Arrive on time 

 Prepare for class 

 Honor due dates 

 

Excellence 
 Share your gifts with others in & out of class 

 Encourage others whom you see struggling 

 Develop your talents; strengthen your weaknesses 

 Accept help gracefully 

 

The following consequences may occur in any order the teacher deems appropriate: 

1. Personal warning 

2. One on one conference with student 

3. Parent contact 

4.          Lunch detention 

5. Discipline referral to an administrator 

 

 

 

 

 



Cell Phones: 

Phones should be put away (out of sight) as soon as you enter the doorway of the classroom. They will not be 

allowed in the classroom unless specifically stated by the teacher. Cell phones will be taken away as needed and 

discipline/fines assigned as per the district policy. Failure to comply with this policy will result in OSS. 

 

 

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:   

Plagiarism and academic dishonesty are serious offenses that will not be tolerated. The FDHS Handbook states:  

The giving or receiving of information on graded work or failure to cite resources used will be 

regarded as cheating.  The classroom teacher will be the sole determinant as to whether cheating 

has occurred and will notify the student and parent.  The student will be given a grade of “0” and 

will be referred for discipline and treated in accordance with the discipline policy.    

***Keep in mind that plagiarism or cheating on ANY portion of a given assignment will result in a zero 

for the ENTIRE assignment. This includes copying answers from a friend or classmate. 

 

Course Outline/Pacing Guide: 
** All suggested readings are subject to change.  

***In addition to the readings in class, each student will be responsible to select a book from the list I give to 

complete independently at home during each semester.  

 

1st Quarter: Crash Review: What Everyone Taking AP English Should Already Know! 

 All about the Test 

 Writing about Literature 101 

 Literary Terminology 

 Close Reading and Literary Analysis (using The Great Gatsby) 

 Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor 

  Renaissance Period and Enlightenment 

 Selected short stories, poetry and excerpts 

 Shakespeare: Hamlet 

 Jonathan Swift: A Modest Proposal 

2nd Quarter: Romanticism and Victorian Era  

 Selected short stories, poetry and excerpts 

 Group novel study*** 

3rd Quarter: Realism, Modernism and Harlem Renaissance 

 Selected short stories, poetry and excerpts 

 Morrison:  Beloved 

 Group novel study*** 

4th Quarter:  Post Modernism, Contemporary and AP Exam Review 

 Selected short stories, poetry, excerpts 

 Ishiguro:  Never Let Me Go 

 

I look forward to working with each and every one of you this year.  I have some fun 

and exciting things planned for us.  I start off the school year expecting respect and 

cooperation from you because I offer the same in return.  As long as you put forth effort in 

this class, I will help you succeed in any way that I can.  If you ever need help with 

something or feel like you are falling behind, please don’t hesitate to talk to me after class, 

during ILT, or contact me by email. 

Let’s have a great year, 

Mrs. Ivey   

 



*Please sign and return immediately* 

 

 

 

I have read and understand this course syllabus for AP Literature.  I know that if I have any questions or 

concerns, I can email Ms. Ivey about them. 

NOTE:  I use my email every day, and it is the fastest way to contact me.  Please keep this address for your 

records: divey@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. I DO NOT check voicemail.  If you do not have email access, please call 

the front office and have a message delivered to me. 

 

Mrs. Ivey may contact me at: (check and complete information for your preferred method of 

communication) 

 

_______ the email address of ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______ home/cell at the phone number of _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

**If you would like to be able to text me and receive reminder texts about our class, please sign 

up for Remind messages. Text the class code to 81010. 

Class 1B:  3eg6bk 

Class 2A:  d849gg 

Class 3B:  2agkah 

 

Student Signature:___________________________________________________    Date:________________________ 

 

Student Name (please print): __________________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature:____________________________________________________    Date: ________________________ 

  

Parent Name (please print)____________________________________________  

 

Additional information about my child you need to know: 
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